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Pyongyang has conspired with the Jap-
anese Red Army, a designated terrorist 
organization, is a clear indication of its 
own connection to terrorist activities. 

The United States and other allies 
who fought together in the Korean War 
under the banner of the United Nations 
have a direct interest in the forced de-
tention of certain individuals by the 
North Korean regime. Those detained 
include, according to a South Korean 
Ministry of National Defense estimate, 
over 500 South Korean prisoners of war 
held over half a century, against their 
will and in violation of the 1953 Korean 
War Armistice agreement. The fact 
that they had been held for more than 
50 years in horrific conditions that in-
clude forced labor is of deep concern to 
both Congress and the people of the 
United States. 

Those kidnapped also include a South 
Korean citizen who was then a student 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, as well as a South Korean mis-
sionary who is a spouse of a resident of 
the State of Illinois. Those cases are of 
direct concern to Members of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, we all recognize that 
resolution of the nuclear issue on the 
Korean peninsula is of critical impor-
tance. We welcome Pyongyang’s deci-
sion announced over the weekend to re-
turn to the Six-Party Talks later this 
month as a first step back from the 
brink. Let us hope this leads to con-
crete progress. 

North Korea has asked for signs of 
respect from the United States in con-
nection with its decision to return to 
the negotiating table in Beijing. How-
ever, the North Korean regime must 
recognize that in order to win the re-
spect that it craves from the United 
States and the international commu-
nity, it must begin to behave in accept-
able ways. Continued gross human 
rights violations, including the abduc-
tions of persons from South Korea, 
Japan and other countries, are abso-
lutely deplorable and will only bring 
additional dishonor to the North Ko-
rean regime, and certainly they are not 
means for winning the respect and ac-
ceptance by the international commu-
nity. 

Pyongyang should immediately cease 
and desist from carrying out abduc-
tions, release all victims of 
kidnappings and prisoners of war still 
alive in North Korea, and provide a full 
and verifiable accounting of all other 
cases. Only then can a reformed North 
Korea take its place as a full member 
in the community of nations. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this resolution, and I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) 
for overseeing this important resolu-
tion that was offered by the gentleman 
from Illinois (Chairman HYDE). 

Mr. Speaker, over the past 50 years, 
the North Korea Government has sys-
tematically kidnapped hundreds of in-

nocent citizens of foreign countries. 
Young men and women from Japan and 
South Korea have been kidnapped by 
North Korean agents from beaches in 
Japan, fishing boats off the South Ko-
rean coast, and the border region of 
China near North Korea. Left behind 
have been hundreds of families des-
perately seeking the return of their 
loved ones. 

While a few Japanese citizens were fi-
nally allowed to return to their fami-
lies in Japan in 2002, many more re-
main behind, along with hundreds of 
kidnapped citizens from South Korea. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States has 
many issues which must be negotiated 
with the North Koreans, from their nu-
clear program to human rights. We are 
therefore encouraged by the announce-
ment over the weekend that the Six- 
Party Talks will resume at the end of 
July in Beijing. This resolution makes 
it clear that the issue of North Korean 
abductees must be part of any dialogue 
with the North Korean leadership and 
that our countries will never have fully 
normal relations until all questions 
surrounding the abductees have been 
answered. 
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Mr. Speaker, as we meet today, there 

are hundreds of Japanese and South 
Korean families desperately seeking 
knowledge about long lost relatives 
kidnapped by North Korea. It is our 
duty to make every effort to reunite 
these families with their loved ones 
and to get them the information they 
have been seeking for decades. 

I strongly support this resolution, 
and I urge my colleagues to do so as 
well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEARCE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 168, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Con. Res. 168. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A NATIONAL WEEK-
END OF PRAYER AND REFLEC-
TION FOR DARFUR, SUDAN 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
333) supporting the goals and ideals of 
a National Weekend of Prayer and Re-
flection for Darfur, Sudan. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 333 

Whereas, on July 22, 2004, Congress de-
clared that genocide was taking place in 
Darfur, Sudan; 

Whereas, on September 9, 2004, Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell testified to the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations that 
‘‘genocide has been committed in Darfur’’; 

Whereas, on September 21, 2004, President 
George W. Bush stated to the United Nations 
General Assembly that ‘‘the world is wit-
nessing terrible suffering and horrible crimes 
in the Darfur region of Sudan, crimes my 
government has concluded are genocide’’; 

Whereas Article 1 of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, done at Paris December 9, 1948, 
and entered into force January 12, 1951, 
states that ‘‘[t]he Contracting Parties con-
firm that genocide, whether committed in 
time of peace or in time of war, is a crime 
under international law which they under-
take to prevent and to punish’’; 

Whereas fundamental human rights, in-
cluding the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, and religion, are protected in nu-
merous international agreements and dec-
larations; 

Whereas the United Nations Security 
Council, in Security Council Resolution 1591, 
condemned the ‘‘continued violations of the 
N’djamena Ceasefire Agreement of 8 April 
2004 and the Abuja Protocols of 9 November 
2004 by all sides in Darfur and the deteriora-
tion of the security situation and negative 
impact this has had on humanitarian assist-
ance efforts’’; 

Whereas scholars estimate that as many as 
400,000 have died from violence, hunger, and 
disease since the outbreak of conflict in 
Darfur began in 2003, and that as many as 
10,000 may be dying each month; 

Whereas it is estimated that more than 
2,000,000 people have been displaced from 
their homes and remain in camps in Darfur 
and Chad; 

Whereas religious leaders, genocide sur-
vivors, and world leaders have expressed 
grave concern over the continuing atrocities 
taking place in Darfur; and 

Whereas it is appropriate that the people 
of the United States, leaders and citizens 
alike, unite in prayer for the people of 
Darfur and reflect upon the situation in 
Darfur: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Na-
tional Weekend of Prayer and Reflection for 
Darfur, Sudan; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe that weekend by praying 
for an end to the genocide and crimes 
against humanity and for lasting peace in 
Darfur, Sudan; and 

(3) urges all churches, synagogues, 
mosques, and religious institutions in the 
United States to consider the issue of Darfur 
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